St. Bernard’s Episcopal Church St. John on the Mountain

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY:
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
January 11, 2026

11:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II

Thank you for sharing in our worship today.
Hymns and service music are found in the blue Hymnal 1982.

PRELUDE
The assembly stands as able to sing the hymn
PROCESSIONAL HYMN 116 “I come” the great Redeemer cries This Endris Nyght
1 “Icome,” the great Redeemer cries, 2 “Thus it becomes us to fulfill
“to do thy will, O Lord!” all righteousness,” he said.
At Jordan’s stream, behold! He seals Then, faithful to the Lord’s commands,
the sure prophetic word. through Jordan’s flood was led.
3 Hark, a glad voice! The Father speaks 4 The Savior Jesus, well-beloved!
from heaven’s exalted height: His Name we will profess,
“This is my Son, my well-beloved, like him desirous to fulfill
in whom I take delight.” God'’s will in righteousness.
5 No more we’ll count ourselves our own but his in bonds of love.
Oh, may such bonds for ever draw our souls to things above!
OPENING ACCLAMATION BCP p. 355
Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Assembly And blessed be God’s kingdom now and for ever. Amen.
COLLECT FOR PURITY
Presider Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP p. 214
Presider The Lord be with you.

Assembly And also with you.

Presider Let us pray. Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are
baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The assembly is seated for the lessons

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9 9 am: Margaret Griggs, 11 am: Mary Kempen
Lector A reading from the Book of Isaiah.

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it
heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who created
the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the LORD, I have called you in
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the
people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give
to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now
declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Lector The Word of the Lord. Assembly  Thanks be to God.



PSALM 29 sung by the choir with congregational Antiphon

St. Martin’s Psalter, Thomas Pavlechko

1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees

writhe * and strips the forests bare. Antiphon

9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, “Glory!”

SECOND LESSON: Acts 10:34-43
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4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
Antiphon

5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for
evermore.

11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of
peace. Antiphon

9 am: Margaret Griggs, 11 am: Paul Edwards

Lector A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to
the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ —he is Lord of all. That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing
all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on
the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
Lector The Word of the Lord. Assembly Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT - Children (and parents) are welcome to come forward for a brief story

The assembly stands as able for the hymn and Gospel
SEQUENCE HYMN 120

The sinless one to Jordan came Solemnis haec festivitas

1 The sinless one to Jordan came,
and in the river shared our stain;
God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled,
and chose the path his Father willed.

2 Uprising from the waters there,
the Father’s voice did then declare
that Christ, the Son of God, had come
to lead his scattered people home.



3 Above him see the heavenly Dove, 4 How blest that mission then begun

the sign of God the Father’s love, to heal and save a race undone!
now by the Holy Spirit shed Straight to the wilderness he goes
upon the Son’s anointed head. to wrestle with his people’s foes.

5 O Christ, may we baptized from sin, 6 On you may all your people feed,
go forth with you a world to win: and know you are the Bread indeed,
grant us the Holy Spirit’s power who gives eternal life to those
to shield us in temptation’s hour. that with you died, and with you rose.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Assembly Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it
be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And
when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.

Assembly Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Beth Rauen Sciaino
The assembly stands as able for the Creed and Prayers of the People

NICENE CREED BCP pp. 358-359
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and our salvation he came down
from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was
made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of Life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE led by John Smith Form V, BCP pp. 389-391
Intercessor In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found
without fault at the day of your coming, we pray to you, O Lord.

Assembly  Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For Sean our Presiding Bishop, for Sally our own Bishop, for all bishops and other
ministers, and for all the holy people of God, we pray to you, O Lord.

Assembly  Lord, have mercy.

Intercessor For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and
that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.

Assembly  Lord, have mercy.
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For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the
ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among
nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the
dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that
the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For people who are poor, persecuted, sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and
all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our parishes, for those who are present, and for those who are absent, that we may
be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we
pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For our enemies and those who wish us harm, and for all whom we have injured or
offended, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and
neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health, we pray
to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all on our parish Prayer Lists (read names), we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is
known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where
there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life to Christ our God.

To you, O Lord our God.

The Presider or Deacon adds a Collect, or the following Doxology For yours is the majesty, O Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit; yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and for ever. Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Presider/Deacon

BCP p. 360
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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Presider May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and
strengthen you by the Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PEACE
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Assembly And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOLY COMMUNION
During the Offertory Hymn an offering is collected for God’s mission and ministry. Thank you for your generosity.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Down to the River to Pray Robert E. Lee
The offertory is brought forward during the Presentation Hymn
PRESENTATION HYMN 380 stanza 3 The Doxology Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer D*, BCP p. 372
Presider The Lord be with you.
Assembly And also with you.

* Eucharistic Prayer D is the work of an unofficial ecumenical committee
of Roman Catholic, Episcopal, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and Methodist

Presider Lift up your hearts. scholars. The source is from the liturgy of St. Basil of Caesarea.
Assembly We lift them to the Lord.

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Assembly It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living

and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of all
goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing.... Joining with them, and giving voice to
every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS S 125 Richard Proulx
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Presider We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power.... Recalling Christ’s death and his descent
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and
we bless you.

All We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Presider Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us,
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread
of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who share this
bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your
Name.... Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God
and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN.



THE LORD’S PRAYER BCP p. 364
Presider As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD Silence is kept.

FRACTION ANTHEM S 164 Deutsche Messe

Jesus, Lamb of God: Have mercy on us. Jesus, bearer of our sins: Have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Presider The Gifts of God for the People of God.

You are welcome to say A Prayer for Spiritual Communion found below during Communion.

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION (Diocese of Oxford, England)
Lord, you stand at the door of my heart and knock.

You wait for me and only I can let you in.

I believe and trust in you and ask you now to fill me with your presence.

Feed me with your Body and unite me in your Blood,

that I may be your blessing to a world in need. Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER BCP p. 365
Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members of your son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN 121  Christ, when for us you were baptized Caithness
1 Christ, when for us you were baptized, 2 God called you his beloved Son,
God’s Spirit on you came, called you his servant true,
as peaceful as a dove and yet sent you his kingdom to proclaim,
as urgent as a flame. his holy will to do.
3 Straightway and steadfast until death 4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord,
you then obeyed his call your cross on us be signed,
freely as Son of Man to serve that, likewise in God’s service we
and give your life for all. may perfect freedom find.
DISMISSAL
Presider/Deacon Let us go forth in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Assembly Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
POSTLUDE



Assisting today at ST. JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN Assisting today at ST. BERNARD’S
Presider & Preacher The Rev. Beth Rauen Sciaino | Presider & Preacher The Rev. Beth Rauen Sciaino
Lector Peter Mercer (7:45), Margaret Griggs (9) | Deacon The Rev. Karen B. Lewis, Deacon
Lay Eucharistic Ministers Peter Clarke (7:45), Jody Flegal (9) Lectors Paul Edwards, Mary Kempen, John Smith
Director of Music Grant Mech | Chalicist Pamela Kenworthy
St. John’s Choir Interim Director of Music Tyler Weakland
Usher Michelle Ray (9) St. Bernard’s Choir
Altar Guild Captain: Mary Courtemanche; Jocelyn | Usher Frank Curtis, Pamela Farley

Gilmartin, Margaret Griggs, Lori Morris, Gail Wragg | Altar Guild Valerie McEntee, Betsy Klausing
Coffee Hour Coffee Hour Jane Rauen
ANNOUNCEMENTS - January 11, 2026
WORSHIP & COMMUNITY

TELL OUT MY SOUL - Stewardship 2026

Thank you to those who have provide giving estimates (pledges) to St. Bernard’s Episcopal Church for
2026. We are still accepting giving estimate cards. We hope you will prayerfully consider how your
participation in the life of St. Bernard’s parish helps you to grow in your faith and compassion for the
God’s world. Giving estimates can be returned by mail or place in the offering plate. Thank you for being
generous with all you have been given.

EVENING PRAYER, Wednesday, Jan. 21, 5:30 pm. via Zoom
Join us for Evening Prayer and learn about a saint in this 20-minute service held on Zoom every other
week. Upcoming dates: Jan. 21, Feb. 4. Evening Prayer shifts back to weekly during Lent starting Feb. 25.

BAPTISM PREPARATION FOR YOUNG CHILDREN

Pastor Beth will offer developmentally appropriate and interactive classes on Baptism for children who
have not yet received the Sacrament of Baptism. The classes will be adapted to the group. Please reach out
if you are interested, priest@stbernardsnj.org. Note: Baptism does not occur during Lent, Feb. 18-April 3.

GAME NIGHT at St. Bernard’s Church, Thursday, Jan. 15, 6-8 pm
Join us for our monthly Game Night on Thursday, Jan. 15, from 6-8 pm in St. Bernard’s Parish Hall. All
ages are welcome for the collaborative games, pizza, and fun.

DIOCESAN SERVICE for the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - Monday, Jan. 19, 3 pm
Join us for this meaningful service to celebrate the life and ministry of Dr. King, Trinity Cathedral, Trenton.

BOOK REFLECTION GROUP on Jesus Sophia by Sally Douglas, starting Jan. 21

Join us to read and reflect on Jesus Sophia: Returning to Woman Wisdom in the Bible Practice and Prayer by
scholar/pastor Sally Douglas of Australia. Explore the early Christian use of the Wisdom tradition in
Scripture, personified as a female divine, to understand what God is doing in Jesus” ministry. Learn
about implications for our own faith lives and practices. We will meet over Zoom most Wed. from 7-8 pm
starting on Jan. 21 with the Introduction and Chapter 1. Books will be available for purchase from the

parish, or you can purchase the Kindle version.
Meeting dates: Jan. 21, 28, Feb. 4, 25, March 4, 18, 25, and April 1.

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY AND JOINT SERVICE at St. Bernard’s Church, Feb. 8, 10 am

Come to our joint service with combined choir at 10 am at St. Bernard’s Church followed by Souper Bowl
Sunday in the Parish Hall. Youth will have soup available for donation to raise funds for the Food Bank
Network of Somerset County. All welcome.

CROSS ROADS DAY CAMP: July 6-10

Kids entering Kindergarten-6t grade are invited to join us for the week of July 6-10, 9:00 am-3:00 pm at St.
Bernard’s Episcopal Church for a wonderful Day Camp let by young adult staff from our Episcopal and
Lutheran camp. Cost is $50/child for the week with snack and lunch provided. We had a great experience
last year. To pre-register, please email Alison Davidson, St. Bernard’s Parish Administrator,
admin@StBernardsN].org. Day Camp is sponsored by St. John's, St. Bernard’s, and St. Mark’s, Basking
Ridge.
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ST. BERNARD’S AND ST. JOHN’S WEEKLY CALENDAR

January 11, The First Sunday after the Epiphany:
The Baptism of our Lord

7:45am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I, St. John’s Chapel
8:30am  St. John’s Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
8:45am  Childcare, Lower Level

9:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Church

9:00am  Sunday School, St. John's Parish Hall
10:00 am Coffee Hour, St. John's

9:30 am  St. Bernard’s Choir Rehearsal

No St. John’s Choir Rehearsal
11:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, St. Bernard’s

January 18, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

7:45am  Holy Eucharist, Rite I, St. John’s Chapel
8:30am  St. John's Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room
8:45am  Childcare, Lower Level

9:00am  Holy Eucharist, Rite II, Church

9:00am  Sunday School, St. John's Parish Hall
10:00 am Coffee Hour, St. John's

9:30am  St. Bernard’s Choir Rehearsal

No St. John’s Choir Rehearsal
11:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite II, St. Bernard’s
12:00 pm Coffee Hour, St. Bernard’s

12:00 pm Coffee Hour, St. Bernard’s January 21, Wednesday

January 12, Monday 8:00am  The Open Table, Zoom

7:00 pm  St. John’s Vestry & Finance Meeting 530 pm  Evening Prayer, Zoom

January 14, Wednesday 7:00 pm  Book Discussion Group, via Zoom
8:00am  The Open Table, Zoom

530 pm  Evening Prayer, Zoom

7:00 pm  St. Bernard’s Vestry Meeting

January 15, Thursday

6:00 pm  Game Night, St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

THE CHURCH OF ST.JOHN ON THE MOUNTAIN
379 Mount Harmony Road, Bernardsville, NJ

ST. BERNARD’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
88 Claremont Road, Bernardsville, NJ

sjotm.org StBernardsN]J.org
PARISH STAFF ST.JOHN’S PARISH STAFF
Priest-in-Charge WARDENS & VESTRY Rector
The Rev. Beth Rauen Sciaino Wardens The Rev. Beth Rauen Sciaino
ext 11 priest@sjotm.org Michelle Ray, Bob Courtemanche priest@stbernardsnj.org, 908-766-0153
Director of Music & Organist Vestry Members Deacon

Grant Mech
musicdirector@sjotm.org

Director of Children’'s Ministries
Lynn Mitchell
lynnmitchell@sjotm.org
Parish Administrator
Vanessa Valle ext 10
office@sjotm.org

Finance Manager
Angela Leavens-Smith ext 13
finance @sjotm.org

2027: Craig Johnston, Peter
Mercer, Dan Zielinski,
2028: Kit Falcon, Beth Murphy,
Sam Murphy, Lynda Stadtmueller

Treasurer Kathy Christie
Clerk Lynda Stadtmueller

ST. JOHN’S NURSERY
SCHOOL

Director: Kathy Tober
ktober@sjotm.org
Assistant Director: Lauren
Diemar
ldiemar@sjotm.org

Affiliation Steering Committee
Joy Baird, Greg Canose, Bob Courtemanche,
Pam Hull, Peter Mercer, Jenny Moss

The Rev. Karen B. Lewis, Deacon
Interim Director of Music
Tyler Weakland

Parish Administrator

Alison Davidson
admin@stbernardsnj.org, 908-340-6641

ST. BERNARD’S
WARDENS & VESTRY
Wardens
Christopher Thomas, Valerie McEntee
Treasurer Michael Myers,
Clerk Meg McKee
Vestry Members
Anne Fritts, Mindy Kirby, Meg McKee,
Jenny Moss, Michael Myers,
Jason Robinette
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