RISING TO THE CHALLENGE
ESTABLISHING EPISCOPAL COMMUNITY SERVICES OF NEW JERSEY

Wednesday, May 19, 2021
St. Bernard’s, Bernardsville

ECS COUNCIL & DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Established Advisory Council and named Development Officer

The Rev. Canon Joan Pettit Mason
St. James, Edison

Sharisma Ubiera
Trinity, Asbury Park

Neva Rae Fox
St. John’s, Somerville

Maggie Raynor
St. George’s, Rumson

Catherine Ambos
Christ Church, New Brunswick

Canon Clara Gregory
Trinity Cathedral, Trenton

The Rev. Mark Smith
St. Paul’s, Camden

Deacon Tom Bartlett
Grace St. Paul’s, Mercerville

Carolann Nicholas
St. Augustine’s, Asbury Park

Manuel Tejeda
Trinity Cathedral, Trenton

Linda Carson
Trinity, Moorestown

The Rev. Robin Pierre
St. Elizabeth’s, Elizabeth

The Rev. Canon Ramon Ubiera
Canon Missioner Diocese of NJ

The Rev. Dr. David Snyder
Good Shepherd, Pitman
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OUR MISSION
Our urgent priority
is to work and pray for justice and equity
by combining social and racial justice advocacy and awareness-raising
with resource provision
to empower under-resourced communities.
Our work is firmly grounded in the Baptismal Covenant and Scripture.
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CORE VALUES & GUIDING
PRINCIPLES
“Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every human being? I will, with God’s
help.”
“Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself? I will, with God’s help.”
“‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’” (Matthew 25:37a-40)
4

THE TIME IS NOW
The most vulnerable have been hit the hardest during the pandemic
The unrelenting pandemic
has affected most
Americans.
Black, Latino and Native
American households are
hardest hit by the financial
impact of the crisis.
The future isn't what it
used to be.

We need to respond.
Now.
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RIGHT NOW IN THE GARDEN STATE
HUNGER & FOOD INSECURITY

New Jersey has a food insecurity rate of 13%, with more than 1.2 million people being food insecure. Nearly
400,000 of them are children.
It is estimated that 1 in 6 persons in New Jersey will experience food insecurity this year.
Communities of color are being hit the hardest, with 1 in 4 families of color are experiencing food insecurity
in New Jersey.
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RIGHT NOW IN THE GARDEN STATE
HOMELESSNESS & THE EVICTION CRISIS
8,800+ homeless men, women, and children. BIPOC (Blacks,
Indigenous, People of Color) make up 49% of the homeless
population, while only 13% of the overall population
In the face of the pandemic, 300,000+ possible evictions and a
possible homelessness crisis are forecast for New Jersey
residents once the eviction moratorium is lifted, on top of
elevated unemployment and economic insecurity that has hit
lower income families disproportionately.
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BASED ON THE PRINCIPLES OF
JUBILEE MINISTRY
To be a ministry of joint
discipleship in Christ with
poor and oppressed
people, wherever they
are found, to meet basic
human needs, and to
build a just society.
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim
the year of the Lord’s favor.”
Luke 4:18 -19
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KEY TASKS

WE ARE STRONGER TOGETHER

Building on the
Foundation of
Jubilee Principles

Fundraising

Resources
Distribution /
Program Grants

Networking &
Communications

Advocacy
Training &
Support
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OUR PLAN
ECS of New Jersey will strengthen our ability to meet human needs by providing
financial support to those critical ministries offered by our under-resourced
congregations, while working in a coordinated way for meaningful, systemic
change, challenging the unjust structures of society.

PHASE II

PHASE I
●
●
●
●

Secure leadership support and
founding gifts and pledges
Establish semi-annual Summit
and monthly briefings
Create Advisory Council
Build awareness throughout
the diocese

●
●

●

●

Expand fundraising
Establish governance with
creation of Boards and
Committees
Strengthen links and
communication between
congregations
Formalize grant-making
process and allocate resources

10

STAY INFORMED ABOUT ECS-NJ
3RD SATURDAY AT 10AM EACH MONTH

OUR NEXT ECS-NJ MONTHLY BRIEFING
Saturday, June 19 at 10 a.m. on Zoom

Past Events - Saved to YouTube
www.youtube.com/EpiscopalDioceseofNewJersey
●
●
●
●

1st Summit - December 12, 2020
March Monthly Update - March 20, 2021
2nd Summit - April 17, 2021
May Monthly Update - May 15, 2021
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Endorse the
urgency and
importance of
this new ministry

Become a founder
by making a
sacrificial lead gift
or pledge

Get involved in
meaningful ways

Pray for the
success of our
efforts
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THANK YOU

A Circle of Prayer at Trenton State
House Capitol Complex (pre-COVID)
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